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Fourth Sunday Ordinary Time  
and Scout Sunday: Finding 
God in the Ordinary 

For the full text of this Homily, past Homilies, and 

additional articles, please visit: 

www.joyof theword.org  

I. Scout Sunday: Final point of the Scout Law: 

Reverent 

a. “A Scout is reverent toward God.  A 

Scout is faithful to religious duties.  A Scout respects the 

beliefs of others.” 

b. “Wonders all around us remind us of our faith in God, and 

we show our reverence by living our lives according to the 

ideals of our beliefs.” 

 

II. Guiding Scouts into finding God in the ordinary things around us 

is one of the blessings of volunteering as a Scout Leader 

a. Lying in your bunk in the early dawn, watching the deer walk 

through your Campsite at Camp Bowman  

 

i. Okay, and the occasional bear 

ii. And know that God is near. 

 

 

b. Hiking through a herd of wild horses on a misty Assateague 

Beach after sharing a Sunday morning Communion Service 

i. And know that God is near 



2 
 

c. Guiding a nervous Scout through a public presentation for a 

merit badge, or 

d. Watching that 12 year old cut-up at the campfire grow to be a 

leader of character and an Eagle Scout. 

i. And know that God is near 

 

III. Our Gospel presents us with this very principle and challenge: 

a. To find God in the wonders all around us, to know that God 

is near, and 

b. To show our reverence by living our lives according to our 

beliefs. 

 

IV. This challenge is set before the people of Nazareth in Luke’s 

Gospel 

a. Today’s Gospel continues last Sunday’s reading 

b. A stranger has returned from the desert, and entered 

Nazareth’s synagogue for the Sabbath 

c. He reads Isaiah’s prophesy about the coming Messiah 

d. And proclaims the prophesy, the coming of the Messiah and 

God’s Kingdom, is fulfilled in their hearing. 

 

V. Note the condition Jesus places on the prophesy, “In your hearing.” 

a. The Good News must first be proclaimed, but it must also be 

heard, understood, and accepted.  

 

VI. At first all goes well!  The people of Nazareth are in awe, and are 

amazed at the gracious words that came from Jesus. 

 

VII. So what happens? 

a. “Isn’t this the son of Joseph?” – the people of Nazareth ask 
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b. Isn’t this that ordinary, slightly goofy kid that grew up in our 

town? 

c. Isn’t this the know-it-all, who from the age of 12 was always 

asking difficult questions of our rabbi? 

d. Isn’t he just an ordinary man, like any of us?  Who does he 

think he is, telling us how to live, calling himself “Messiah!” 

 

VIII. People of Nazareth face a question 

a. Pause just a moment, and consider the choice before the 

people of Nazareth 

b. How deeply blessed they are 

c. That an ordinary boy from their home town, the neighbor 

they’ve known, this familiar child of Mary and Joseph 

d. Is the Messiah, God’s Son! 

e. How much more awesome, how much more extraordinary, 

that this ordinary, familiar hometown boy 

f. Is Messiah, God’s Son, God’s Word made flesh. 

IX. Instead 

a. The people of Nazareth want the Extraordinary! 

b. They want powerful Davidic warriors or mysterious prophets 

c. As a Sommerford Resident put it, “Someone Glamorous” 

d. And not this familiar, ordinary boy, Jesus, the son of Joseph 

 

X. Pause now for a moment and consider: Are we prepared to find the 

extraordinary in the ordinary, the familiar.  Like the Scouts,Are we 

prepared and actively looking for God in the wonders all around 

us, and for the Risen Christ in our daily, ordinary life? 

 

XI. The people of Nazareth choose Glamorous, and miss the greatest 

opportunity imaginable. 
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a. Furious, the want to throw Him off a cliff and kill him. 

XII. Curiously, Jesus passes through the angry crowd, unharmed. 

a. What saved Jesus?   

b. Jesus must have placed His trust in the reading we heard 

today from Jeremiah: 

c. “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, 

a prophet to the nations I appointed you. 

They will fight against you and not prevail over you, 

for I am with you to deliver you, says the Lord.” 

d. Mostly, as we heard from Paul’s letter to the Corinthians, 

e. The greatest spiritual gift is Love 

i. Love is the gift that conditions the value of all spiritual 

gifts 

ii. Jesus, who is God, did all things from a heart filled with 

God’s unending Love 

iii. Remembering Joseph’s boy who did everything with 

Love, and hearing no angry words from Jesus, the 

people of Nazareth find they cannot continue with their 

plans, and let Him pass. 

 

XIII. From the people of Nazareth we learn not to miss the presence of 

the extraordinary in the ordinary, in the familiar 

 

XIV. And from Jesus we learn how to share our faith,  

XV. How to evangelize:  

a. put our trust in the God who formed us and called us,  

b. And do all things from a heart overflowing with Love. 

 

XVI. In a moment, we will be given the opportunity to put this in 

practice 
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a. We will be given the opportunity to find the extraordinary in 

the ordinary 

b. To find in ordinary bread and wine 

c. The extraordinary: The body and blood of our Savior. 

d. Having practiced in our liturgy, we will be sent as prophets, 

to find the Risen Christ in ordinary life, and proclaim the 

truth of His presence to others. 

 

XVII. What does it look like in real life? 

a. Recall the  words of Jeremiah: 

“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, 

a prophet to the nations I appointed you.” 

b. Co-worker and friend of ours has a 22 year old son, Danny, 

with a degenerative muscle and nerve disorder. 

c. Danny cannot walk on his own or talk, or even feed and care 

for himself. 

d. His delicate condition requires 24 hour nursing assistance 

e. The family has equipped his bedroom like a hospital room, 

and modified the house for an easy exit in an emergency 

f. Danny loves little trips out of the house, and so the family 

saved and purchased a specially equipped van to take him 

and his motorized wheel chair on outings. 

g. Because of the special care his son requires, neither my 

friend or his wife are more than a half-day’s drive from 

home; husband and wife have not vacationed together in 22 

years. 

h. They have two other children, a daughter and son, who are 

proud and very protective of their older brother. 
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i. When Danny is at home, they all take their turn reading to 

him, and they all take their turn staying in the hospital with 

him, which is frequent. 

j. Danny has been at Johns Hopkins for nearly ten days, and the 

family each takes their turn staying with him so he is not 

alone. 

k. The staff asks that my friend take the evening shift. 

l. By evening, Danny is frustrated with all the monitors and 

tubes, and begins to tug at them. 

m. When my friend arrives, the staff removes everything, so 

Danny can sit in daddy’s lap, and listen to his heart beat, 

which calms him 

XVIII. When I commented to my friend and his family’s heroic virtue, he 

characteristically shrugged it off, and said it is Danny who is the 

hero 

a. “You see, for Danny there is only Love, and Love is all he 

knows.  He has taught us all the only important thing, how to 

love. He brings the whole family together in Love” 

b. In the womb, God appointed Danny as prophet to his family, 

and to us all 

 

XIX. Where my friend and his family have found extraordinary Love in 

this ordinary boy, 

a. Others see only burden, see only choice. 

b. Like the legislators and Govenor of New York 

c. Who, on the anniversary of the Roe vs. Wade Supreme Court 

Decision 

d. Passed legislation that, in the words of Archbishop Naumann, 

Chairman of the US Catholic Bishops Pro-Life activities, 
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e. “not only legalizes abortion essentially for any reason 

through all nine months of pregnancy but removes any 

protection for children born alive after abortion. (It ) involves 

the purposeful destruction of a child which could have been 

born alive, with much less risk to the mother, had they both 

received real healthcare.” 

 

XX. Prophets of the Kingdom, for that is who we are called to be, I 

have no doubt similar legislation will be proposed in our state. 

a. What will be our response?   

 

XXI. Christ, in our hearing of this Gospel, calls us to be a Good Scouts, 

and Prophets of the Kingdom. 

a. Find the extraordinary presence of God in the ordinary 

b. To place our trust in God 

c. And with a heart full of Love, always from Love 

d. Proclaim the truth we find to others. 

 

 


